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1. SUMMARY: FOURTH CONGRESS OF AFRICAN WOMEN HELD IN 
SENEGALESE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN DAKAR FROM JUL 27 TO 
30. CONFERENCE FOR MOST PART CONFINED ITSELF TO 
SERVING AS SOUNDING BOARD FOR STANDARD AFRICAN VIEWS 
ON ANTI-COLONIALISM, ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT, AND 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS FACED BY LDC'S. END SUMMARY. 

2. THIRTY COUNTRIES ATTENDED CONF. ALONG WITH SEVERAL 
DELS FROM AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS INCLUDING 
SWAPO. ANC AND FRF, I .IMP. USSR, BULGARIA, PRG 

AND GRUNK SENT OBSERVERS WHO LOBBIED FOR RESOLUTIONS 
FAVORING GRUNK AND PRG WHICH APPEARED IN FINAL COMMUNIQUE. 

3. PRESIDENT SENGHOR'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS CITED AFRICAN 
HEROINES FROM ANTIQUITY TO CONTEMPORARY PERIOD. HE 
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PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 
OF THE UPS, CAROLINE DIOP AND BY GUINEAN UN PERMREP 
JEANNE MARTINE CISSE. MME DIOP AND MME CISSE BOTH 
TOOK ANTICOLONIAL THEMES, MME CISSE, BEING THE MORE 
THOROUGH OF THE TWO DENOUNCING THE RACIST REGIMES OF SOUTHERN 
AFRICA AND CALLING FOR LIBERATION OF SUCH NON-SELF 
GOVERNING TERRITORIES AS COMORES AND "SO-CALLED FRENCH 
SOMALILAND". NOTWITHSTANDING HER IDENTIFICATION WITH 
REGIME OF SEKOU TOURE WITH WHICH PRESIDENT SENGHOR AT 
ODDS, MME CISSE S REMARKS GREETED BY WARM OVATION AND 
SHE RECEIVED CONGRATULATIONS FROM PRESIDENT AFTER HER 
SPEECH. 

4. OTHER CONF SPEECHES REPEATED POLITICAL THEMES 

AND ONLY TOUCHED IN PASSING ON ROLE OF WOMEN IN AFRICA. 
ALTHOUGH OCCASIONALLY CALLING FOR EQUAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WOMEN, SPEAKERS GAVE MAIN EMPHASIS TO ROLE OF WOMAN 
IN FAMILY, IN EDUCATION AND IN SOCIAL SERVICES. 

5. CONFERENCE DIVIDED INTO THREE COMMITTEES-POLITICAL, 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL-FOR ITS WORK. ONLY WORK 
OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE RECEIVED ANY ATTENTION IN LOCAL 
PRESS. COMMITTEE SPENT FIRST OF TWO WORK DAYS DEBATING 
PROPOSAL, WHICH WAS ADOPTED, TO CHANGE NAME OF CONFERENCE 
TO PANAFRICAN WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION (PWO). SECOND DAY 
APPARENTLY DEVOTED TO DRAFTING ANTI-COLONIAL RESOLUTIONS. 
WHILE THANKING ARABS FOR AID FUNDS ALREADY SET UP, 

CONGRESS CALLED FOR MORE ARAB ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO 
AFRICA. ALSO DEMANDED RIGHTS OF PALESTINIANS BE 
RECOGNIZED. 

6. MME ETHIA BETTAHAR OF ALGERIA WAS ELECTED SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF ORGANIZATION. RESPONSIBILITIES THEN ASSIGNED 
TO DELS AS FOLLOWS: SENEGAL AND ALGERIA, FOREIGN 
RELATIONS; CONGO, ADMINISTRATION; LIBERIA, INFORMATION: 
MAURITANIA, EDUCATION; MADAGASCAR, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND 
JURIDICAL AFFAIRS; MALI, WITH AID OF SWAPO, FINANCES. 

7. PRIME MINISTER DIOUF, WHO ALSO ATTENDED OPENING 
CEREMONIES, GAVE CLOSING SPEECH. 
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8. COMMENT: AMERICAN WOMEN'S LIBERATION LEADERS WOULD 
NOT HAVE BEEN AT HOME AT THIS CONFERENCE WHERE DELS 
APPEARED TO BE MORE CONCERNED WITH ENDORSING POLITICAL 
POSITIONS THEIRRESPECTIVE GOVTS THAN BRINGING ABOUT 
CHANGE IN STATUS OF AFRICAN WOMEN. REPORTEDLY ALGERIAN 
WILLINGNESS PROVIDE SUBSTANTIAL FINANCING AS WELL AS 
HQS FOR PWO SECRETARIAT LED TO SELECTION OF 
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ALGERIAN AS PWO SECGEN. 

AGGREY 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED OTHER POSTS. 
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